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Process and Timelines
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Step 1

• Conservation Ontario Class EA Study (April 2013 – December 2014)
• Complete Class EA study to deal with the erosion and sediment control 

landform structure – May 2014
• Report to City of Toronto Council to seek approval to proceed with detailed 

design of landform pending completion of EA process – June 2014
• File Environmental Study Report for 30-day public review period –

December 2014

Step 2

• Detailed Design (2018)
• Undertake detailed design of a landform south of the Ashbridges Bay 

Wastewater Treatment Plant that would utilize materials available from local 
infrastructure projects where possible to:

• Create the footprint for the treatment facility and treatment wetland (based 
on approved concepts in their respective EAs)

• Provide for erosion and sediment control

Step 3
• Approvals and Construction (2019)
• Secure permits and start implementation We are here



To identify a preferred solution 
that will mitigate the risk to 
navigation due to sediment 
erosion and deposition at the 
harbour entrance of Ashbridges 
Bay and Coatsworth Cut while 
considering the various approved 
facilities , planning initiatives and 
current uses in the study area.  

Class EA Objective (2014)
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Result of the Environmental 
Assessment
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The preferred alternative provided:
• least impacts to water quality in 

the recreational areas with a 
potential positive impact on 
E.coli levels in the recreational 
boating areas; 

• best integration of current 
Ashbridges Bay Wastewater 
Treatment Plant operations (sea 
wall gates) and flexibility with 
future approved City of Toronto 
infrastructure; and

• decades of safe navigation 
without on-going maintenance 
(dredging).
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One extra headland added to 
remediate active shoreline erosion at 
Tommy Thompson Park 

Opening of gap was widened to stay 
outside of the right of way for the 
existing outfall

Breakwater was pushed west to 
accommodate onsite habitat 
enhancement while maintaining safe 
navigation distances



Aquatic Habitat – Existing Conditions

• Historically, Ashbridges Bay was a large 
marshland complex, originating as a delta 
formation at the mouth of the Don River.

• Before filling of the Bay began in the 
early 20th century, the fish community 
was linked to the Don River watershed.

• Today it is an open coast habitat, 
characterized by extensive wind and 
wave action and cold water  - generally, 
fish production in open coast habitats is 
limited due to wave action, lack of 
structural habitat and rapidly fluctuating 
temperatures. 

• Sheltered embayments exist at the 
Ashbridges Bay Yacht Club basin and 
Coatsworth Cut - In contrast to the open 
coast environment, sheltered embayment 
habitat is characterized by a lack of 
intense wave action, a substantial 
amount of riparian and aquatic 
vegetation, shallow water depths and 
warm to cool water temperatures. 

Ashbridge's Marsh looking northeast, circa 1909
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Breakwater and 
Shoreline Examples

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 11

Port Credit (below)
Burloak Waterfront Park, Burlington 
(both at left)



Phase 1 (Cell 1)
July 2019 – March 2020: Cell 
Construction
March 2020 – July 2020: Cell Filling

Phase 2 (Cell 2)
July 2020 – March 2021: Cell 
Construction
March 2021 – July 2022: Cell Filling

Phase 3 (Cell 3)
July 2021 – March 2022: Cell 
Construction
March 2022 – December 2022: Cell 
Filling

Ashbridges Bay Landform – Draft Construction 
Phasing Plan

Breakwaters
July 2019 – December 2019: East
July 2020 – December 2022: Central
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