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6 watersheds

Etobicoke         Don                

Highland    Mimico                

Humber      Rouge

45 km
shoreline

59% hardscape  

27%  greenbelt              

7% Agricultural & Rural   

6% Designated Greenfield

Toronto & Region Area 
of Concern (AOC)



Remedial Action Plan Milestones

1989

Stage 1:
Problem Definition

Stage 2:
Strategy Development

Stage 3:
Implementation & Evaluation of Remedial Actions

1994 2001 2007 2015



Beneficial Use 1987 Status 2008 Status 2016 Status 

Restrictions on fish consumption IMPAIRED IMPAIRED
REQUIRES FURTHER 

ASSESSMENT

Degradation of fish and wildlife 
populations 

IMPAIRED IMPAIRED IMPAIRED

Fish tumors and other deformities
REQUIRES FURTHER 

ASSESSMENT
REQUIRES FURTHER 

ASSESSMENT
NOT IMPAIRED

Bird or animal deformities or 
reproductive problems 

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT

NOT IMPAIRED

Degradation of benthos IMPAIRED IMPAIRED NOT IMPAIRED

Restrictions on dredging activities IMPAIRED IMPAIRED NOT IMPAIRED

Eutrophication or undesirable algae IMPAIRED IMPAIRED IMPAIRED

Beach closings IMPAIRED IMPAIRED IMPAIRED

Degradation of aesthetics IMPAIRED IMPAIRED NOT IMPAIRED 

Degradation of phytoplankton and 
zooplankton communities

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT

Loss of fish and wildlife habitat IMPAIRED IMPAIRED IMPAIRED



Results

• Blue Flag certification for 8 of 11 Toronto 
waterfront beaches 

• Phosphorus levels along the waterfront 
now meet RAP target

• Levels of contaminants in fish continue to 
decline

• Creation and restoration of habitats have 
increased diversity of fish & wildlife species

• Aesthetics of watercourses & waterfront 
excellent or good.



Aesthetic Quality of 
Samples within AOC

Recent Accomplishments

• Status Report for Degradation of 
Aesthetics BUI – Aug 2017

“waters free of any substance that 
produces a persistent objectionable 
unnatural deposit, unnatural colour, 
objectionable odours, or unnatural 
turbidity”



Beneficial Use 2017 Status Anticipated Assessment

Restrictions on fish consumption 
REQUIRES FURTHER 

ASSESSMENT
2017 & 2019

Degradation of fish and wildlife populations IMPAIRED
2017 – fish

2019 – wildlife

Fish tumors and other deformities NOT IMPAIRED

Bird or animal deformities or 
reproductive problems 

NOT IMPAIRED

Degradation of benthos NOT IMPAIRED

Restrictions on dredging activities NOT IMPAIRED

Eutrophication or undesirable algae IMPAIRED 2020

Beach closings IMPAIRED 2018

Degradation of aesthetics NOT IMPAIRED 2017

Degradation of phytoplankton and 
zooplankton communities

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT

2018

Loss of fish and wildlife habitat IMPAIRED
2017 – fish

2019 – wildlife



A work plan was developed with actions for delisting AOC by 2020. 
Focus is on remaining BUIs designated as Impaired:

1
Eutrophication & 

Undesirable Algae

2 Beach Closings 

3
Degradation of Fish & 

Wildlife Populations 

4 Loss of Fish & Wildlife 
Habitat



1
Eutrophication & Undesirable            

Algae

• Continue to support 
upgrades to Ashbridges Bay 
Treatment Plant 

• LID and stormwater 
management projects 

• Rural Clean Water program 

2
Beach Closings

• Continue to support Blue 
Flag, Toronto Beaches Plan, 
City of Toronto’s Don River 
and Central Waterfront CSO 
project

• 2018 BUI status assessment 



Inner Harbour 
East Tunnel extends from 

IHES-2(B) to LDS-3(B)

Inner Harbour 
West Tunnel extends from 

LDS-3(B) to WBS-1

Lower Don/Coxwell Bypass 
Tunnel extends from 

LDS-3(B) to CX-1

IPS at 
Ashbridges Bay Plant

Taylor Massey Creek 
Tunnel extends from 

CX-1 to MCS-1

10

STAGE 1

STAGE 
2

STAGE 3

STAGE 
4

STAGE 
5

Separate project 
concurrent with STAGE 
1

WWF 
Connections

Offline Storage
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Hybrid Storage Scheme
(6.3 m Tunnel)

KEY ACTIONS:
DON RIVER AND CENTRAL WATERFRONT PROJECT



3
Degradation of Fish and Wildlife 

Populations

Includes:
• Major infrastructure projects like Don River and Central Waterfront 

and Don Mouth Naturalization projects

• Support Aquatic Habitat Toronto (AHT) in implementation of Toronto 
waterfront aquatic habitat restoration projects. 

4
Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat



AEHM Special Issue (expected 2018)

• Restrictions on fish consumption

• Phytoplankton & zooplankton communities

• Water quality (eutrophication, beach 
closures)

• Degradation of aesthetics

• Fish habitat

• Fish populations

Ecosystem Recovery in the Toronto 
and Region Area of Concern



Engaging the public & communicating progress

Sharing Good News Stories



@RAP_Toronto
www.torontorap.ca
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