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Beneficial Use 1987 Status 2008 Status 2016 Status  

Restrictions on fish consumption  IMPAIRED IMPAIRED 
REQUIRES FURTHER 

ASSESSMENT 

Degradation of fish and wildlife 
populations  

IMPAIRED IMPAIRED IMPAIRED 

Fish tumors and other deformities 
REQUIRES FURTHER 

ASSESSMENT 
REQUIRES FURTHER 

ASSESSMENT 
NOT IMPAIRED 

Bird or animal deformities or  
reproductive problems  

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT 

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT 

NOT IMPAIRED 

Degradation of benthos  IMPAIRED IMPAIRED NOT IMPAIRED 

Restrictions on dredging activities  IMPAIRED IMPAIRED NOT IMPAIRED 

Eutrophication or undesirable algae  IMPAIRED IMPAIRED IMPAIRED 

Beach closings  IMPAIRED IMPAIRED IMPAIRED 

Degradation of aesthetics  IMPAIRED IMPAIRED NOT IMPAIRED  

Degradation of phytoplankton and  
zooplankton communities 

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT 

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT 

REQUIRES FURTHER 
ASSESSMENT 

Loss of fish and wildlife habitat  IMPAIRED IMPAIRED IMPAIRED 
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Degradation of Aesthetics BUI 

RAP Goal: waters free of any substance that produces a persistent objectionable 
unnatural deposit, unnatural colour, objectionable odours, or unnatural turbidity. 

95% 

3% 1% <1% 3% 

NOT  
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• Eight of Toronto’s 11  
waterfront beaches are  
now Blue Flag. 

• Phosphorus levels  
along the waterfront  
now meet the RAP target. 

• Aesthetics of watercourses & waterfront excellent or good. 

• Levels of contaminants in fish continue to decline;  

• Creation and restoration of habitats have increased diversity of fish 
& wildlife species. 



 
AEHM Special Issue (expected 2018) 

• Restrictions on fish consumption 

• Phytoplankton & zooplankton communities 

• Water quality (eutrophication, beach closures) 

• Degradation of aesthetics 

• Fish habitat 

• Fish populations 

 

Ecosystem Recovery in the Toronto and Region  
Area of Concern 



Focus on remaining BUIs designated as “Impaired”:  

• Eutrophication or Undesirable Algae; 

• Beach Closings; 

• Degradation of Fish and Wildlife Populations; and 

• Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat. 

 



Beneficial Use 2016 Status  Anticipated Assessment 

Restrictions on fish consumption  REQUIRES FURTHER ASSESSMENT 2016 & 2019 

Degradation of fish and wildlife populations  IMPAIRED 
2017 – fish 

2019 – wildlife 

Fish tumors and other deformities NOT IMPAIRED 

Bird or animal deformities or  
reproductive problems  

NOT IMPAIRED 

Degradation of benthos  NOT IMPAIRED 

Restrictions on dredging activities  NOT IMPAIRED 

Eutrophication or undesirable algae  IMPAIRED 2015 & 2020 

Beach closings  IMPAIRED 2018 

Degradation of aesthetics  NOT IMPAIRED  

Degradation of phytoplankton and  
zooplankton communities 

REQUIRES FURTHER ASSESSMENT 2018 

Loss of fish and wildlife habitat  IMPAIRED 
2017 – fish 

2019 – wildlife 



• The Toronto and Region RAP has developed a workplan to 
complete actions for delisting the AOC by 2020 

• Implement major infrastructure projects, such as the Don River 
and Central Waterfront Project, and the Don Mouth 
Naturalization to improve water quality along the Toronto 
waterfront. 



Sharing Good News Stories 



 @RAP_Toronto 
www.torontorap.ca 



THANK YOU 
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